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Women and Paul Conner, France

Paul Conner started his family history about 30 years ago and manages a group of researchers
the Ga].].OWS in France, whose searches have involved visiting WW1 battlefields and The National Archives

by Naomi
Clifford
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which led to a rise in the use

of the death penalty in 18th- Auntie’s War

century England. Some women

had committed scemingly by Edward Stourton

minor offences, such as rustling (Doubleday, 432 pages, £20)

sheep or burglary, while others

killed employers, husbands or What are the responsibilities of a news-focused Auntie’s War: The BBC

children. Many, but not all, were public service broadcaster during a World War — | During the Second World

victims of circumstances, living especially when your transmissions are received War sees veteran broadcaster

in poverty or subjected to a across the globe, by friend and foe alike? Where and former 7oday presenter Edward

harsh life of domestic drudgery. does truth-telling end and propaganda begin, in | Stourton explore the development of the BBC
Clifford’s book gives detailed order to lift the spirits of your own side, break during the conflict. He charts the rapid growth
accounts of a selection of cases, the morale of your enemies — or mislead them of the organisation, its evolving efforts to inform
and a summary of all the women into a fatal mistake? the nation and the world, and how it responded
who faced the gallows between to endless technical challenges, the Nazis’ ‘fake

1797 and 1837.

Well-researched and
presented in a readable narrative,
the book touches on a wide range
of themes, such as mental health,
mortherhood, social class and
the history of criminal justice.
These unusual ‘micro-histories’
provide a fascinating insight into
women’s lives at the turn of the
19th century, especially of those

who fell foul of the law.

news’, criticism from the armed services and
governments, and demands for control over
its output to ensure that it supported the war
effort to the full.

Exhaustively researched, with quotes from
primary sources such as diaries, letters, memoirs
and minutes, and full of vivid anecdotes, the
book highlights the BBC's often difficul
relationship with politicians like Churchill
and de Gaulle, as well as the pare that cultural
figures such as George Orwell and JB Priestley
played in shaping both Auntie herself and our
experience of the war.
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